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y name IS Charies Nlchols and 11 we m a smail cnce thnv:ng, ccal mmmg town m
Western Kentucky i spent 27 years in undergrsund coal mmes frcm 1955 1982
pr(}wdmg a i;vmg 3nd heal‘ih care beneﬁts for mv w:fe and three chﬂdren

Th:s was provuded as yau may already know and Ef nct aﬂc}w r'ﬁe te pmwcie a bne
summaw, thraugh a comm;tment made ln 1946 Employers agreed tﬁ prcvlde a
health f:are fund far umcn werkers the;r de;aendertts and sunﬂvors The produce
of the federai government and cca ccmpames negatlatlons was the Krug Lew;s
agreement whuch created a welfare and retirement fund to aid mmers then'
dependents ar%d survwsrs In 1946 the Coal Camm;ssmn was farmed whtch found
that coal compames shouid hancf theur commstments From those fmdmgs, the
Cual Aat became law m 1992 SR L -

On September 7th ZDIZ Jchn D Rockefe ler iV wrote a ¥etter to the chalrman
anci CEG of Patﬂot Coal The sena‘mr has been a strcmg advocate fer coa! m:ners
Hls Eetter urged the company to uphold the commatments that were made -
reiatmg to pensmn hea%thcare and c}ther beneﬁts for employees and retirees :'
Aﬁy efforts to strfp these mdwsdu als of their earned beneffts through the |
bankruptcy process would be severety un;ust R | )

The Umted Mme Workers cf Amenca orgamzatnon is now cur vmce to msure |
empieyers and coai ccsmpames contmue their comm:tments made to wcrkers in
1946 | . . o

In the past "_,' ._have survwed two open heart bypass surggrfes aﬂd had three stents
placed in my heart -+ have beer} dlagnosed wuth Black Lung and COPD Smce
March of 2012 l have been on oxvgen appfommately 80% of the t:me My wxfe
survwed a bram b?eed in May t:)f 2038 and is stsl under medncal care far high
blood nressure as well as other medical Dmblems ‘As vou can see. we would not
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be ab!@&e&ﬁmmll@m@e e ?gzmgésﬁdﬁzmmaabease wams&aweﬁ@r buth
of us lf aur heatth benef*ts are cutor ei;mmated We both reqmre many
medfcattcns as well Wrth our t::urrent heaith COﬂd!tEﬂﬂS we will not be able to '
afferd health ccverage on our cwn if we can even obtam it. E have checked wzth
seve:‘a! msurance agenmes and they say they would nct even wrfte a pohcy fc:-f usi

Gur Scar:lai Secur;ty benef;ts wouid ﬁ@‘t caver the cost Df premfums SR

Pfease can:s;éer the very serious consequences Patrlot s baﬂkruptcy Wiﬂ have on |
retirees and therr families. | never worked aday for Pa’mot Coai Company I oniy
worked for Peabcdy Coal Campany If Peabody/Patnet compames are ailowed to
swmdle retirees eut t:)f thezr health carse beneﬁts and Qensmns whsch were |
promfsed to them thxs Woutd be a grave travesty of justn:e Many tlmes, coal
mmers t(}f}k iower sa!anes in lieu of the promrse of their heatth care beneﬁts and
pens;sns fcr Irfe ] know that 1 aiang w;th a!l the ather reﬂrees planned the:r le
on thls premlse made by the cc}ai campames Piease do nct aiicw them to renege
on thEiT comm%tments ‘ | o o

Thank yau for takmg the t:me to read my etter

Respectfuity submit’ced

Char!esA Ns&bls

4(}7 Hamby Avenue S .

Dawson Sprmgs KY £124138 SR
270-797-4731 B

Ema:i k%mcho s@be! sauth ne’e E
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The Honorable Kathy A. Surratt-States
RE: Case No. 12-51502

Thomas F. Eagleton U.S. Courthouse
111 South 10th St., 4th Floor

St. Louis, MO 63102
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