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RECEIVED & FILED
The Honorable Kathy A. Surratt-States
Re: Case No 12-51502 FEB 92 7 2013
Thomas F. Eagﬂlleton U.S. Courthouse
111 8. 105t. 4 Floor U.S. BANKRUPTCY COURT
St. Louis, MO 63102 EASTERN DISTRICT OF MISSOURI

The Honorable Shelley C. Chapman,

I am Charles V. Bess, one of Patriot Coal’s retirees. I am writing to you in response to
the Peabody, Arch and Patriot bankruptcy hearing.

West Virginia is where we worked, retired, died and made billions for the company.

I am a retired miner of 24 % years from Eastern Associated Coal and Peabody. I
retired under the 1974 Pension Plan. My brother-in-law, Jackie Butler and I were both
young men when we went to work at Affinity, in our early twenties.

We have been involved in mine explosions, rib roll outs, cave in and have even had to
carry out a few of our brothers out of the mines with injuries. We have worked in 38" of
coal at Affinity mines. My brother-in-law, Jackie is 6°2” and his back is scared from
hitting roof bolts while crawling in and out of the front section. Jackie was the miner
man, the one that cuts the coal most of his life.

We used all the safety procedures and equipment that the company provided and still
got sick. Itoo have scars and I was only 5°10”. I worked as an electrician for the
company.

I worked all the overtime when asked about working over. I would work because we
were putting three kids through college. My wife and I did not want our kids to owe a
college loan for 20 years.

I have arthritis, messed up shoulders, bad back, high blood pressure, stomach problems
and had to have two hernia operations while I worked at Affinity. I had prostrate cancer
nine years ago. I have remained cancer free for the last six years, Thank God. As a result
of radiation treatment my bladder and kidneys were damaged. I have medicine that I take
every day to empty my bladder and control my urination. I have pain pills and patches
for my back and shoulders in order to make it through the day.

I can not work like I did. My children and grandchildren do the work for me now.
Things like cutting grass, weed eating, carrying items, moving or lifting items for me are
only a few things that they help me with on a daily basis. They also help my brother-in-
law, Jackie.

Jackie is in worse shape than me. He can not walk a short distance without being out of
breath and I can. Jackie has to ride a four wheeler to our house which is only 500 feet
from his house. He has to have 5 to 6 breathing treatments a day.

My wife, Nancy Bess is retired from Fayette County Board of Education. She worked as
a Special Education bus aide, Supervision Aide, and a job coach. She has rheumatory
arthritis in her feet and hands, high blood pressure, back and stomach problems and
ulcerated colitis. She takes medication daily for these problems.

When Patriot sent us a letter stating that they had bought Peabody out and had taken
over our insurance, my wife said, give them three years and they will file bankruptcy and
get rid of us. I did not believe it, but it took a few years more and she was right.
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If my wife could see what was happening at that time, then I would hope that you can
see what kind of companies they are and make them face their responsibility to the
miners that made billions for the company.

I have awards hanging on the wall for production of coal and Susan B. Anthony silver
dollars for breaking production records. We did our part for the company, now they need
to live up to theirs. In West Virginia coal miners worked as if we were family. We
worked together for family and company. We gave them our best and I think that they
should be responsible for their part now.

I was talking to one of my bosses at one of grand daughter’s soccer games. He retired
right after I did and he said that his insurance was not going to be cut. This is not right.
We did all the dirty work and are the ones going to suffer. I also heard that their lawyers
and upper management were getting large bonuses, which isn’t fair either. That money
could probably pay for our insurance.

Every day I read in the paper that one of our friends that worked at Affinity & Eastern
has passed away. So, there will not be too many of left in a few years.

I think you for your time and trouble in this matter.

P.S. My daughter, Susan Gilkerson typed this letter for me.

Sincerely yours,
@Z«/Lﬁ4 Lo

Charles Bess.
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